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Go confidently in the direction 
of your dreams.  Live the life 
you have imagined.  Thoreau 

 

 

April is Child Abuse Prevention Month 
& Sexual Assault Awareness/ 

Prevention Month  
 

5     March for Women’s Lives, 1989 
9     March for Women’s Lives, 1992 
15   Deadline to apply for PFDW’s scholarship 
16   Equal Pay Day  
17   YCFDW monthly meeting 
19   Last day to register to vote before Primary  
22   Earth Day 
25   Take Our Daughters to Work Day 
29   Jefferson-Jackson dinner at Holidome 

APRIL 17th  Meeting 
 

At Spataro’s at 12:30 PM 
11- 11:30 AM Socialization & 

lunch on your own 
 

Opening:  Barbara 
Woodmansee. Community Ed. 
Dir. For ACCESS-York/VAC at      

York’s Y WCA 
Guest Panel:  Curt Kann, 

Michael Strausbaugh &           
Eric Wolfgang 

Business Mtg.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
Vote on By-laws  

 
Please bring a new items or 

gift certificates for Woman of 
the Year Silent Auction. 

 

Dear Members, 
 
I am happy to report that we are well on our way to 
reaching one of our major goals, - that of having by-laws.  
Please come to our April 17th meeting to vote on them.  The 
committee and Bob Haag worked very hard to bring to you a 
strong document that will hopefully serve the YCFDW well in 
the coming years. 
 
I have scheduled back surgery for June 30th.  As a result I 
need to use my time to take care of some personal matters.  
So unfortunately plans for the Public Service Careers for 
youth need to be postponed until next year. 
 
Hopefully I will be mended well enough to attend our Fall 
Kick-Off/PAC fund raiser in August.  We will need everyone’s 
support for this to be a successful endeavor.    
 
If asked please help with our activities.  This is YOUR 
federation.  Or, better yet, please volunteer to help.     
Thank you.                                              Kathy Rauhauser 

 

 

          



 2 

GOOD NEWS:  Michigan Democratic Rep. Bart Stupak just announced he will 
retire and not seek reelection this fall.  It only comes too late after his disruptive 
and controversial role in the recent passage of President Obama's health-care 
legislation. 

 
Jefferson/Jackson Dinner * April 29th at the Holidome, 6 PM 

 

Congratulations to the Democrat of the Year 
C. Kim Bracey, Mayor of York & one of OUR members! 

  
Our great jewelry will be there on sale along with YCFDW information. 

 

 
 

Woman of the Year Luncheon * September 11th  
The committees are hard at work for this.  Mark your calendar now!   

We are asking each member to contribute a new item or gift certificate for the 
Silent Auction to the April or May meeting.   

Please give nomination ideas to Alana Haag or Ruth Sabey. 
 

 

Crown Plaza Hotel, 401 W Summit Hill Dr., Knoxville, TN 37902 

Room rates $91 + taxes.  American Airlines is offering a 5% discount on all flights from 
anywhere in the US to Knoxville, TN from June 1, 2010 through June 9, 2010 to attend our 
annual convention.  When making reservations, use PROMO code 4460AZ to get the discount.  
Avis is also offering a discount using PROMO code G027999. Reservations can be made calling 
888-754-8878 

2010 NFDW CONVENTION REGISTRATION:  With PayPal you can use your credit card to 
pay membership dues, contribute to scholarships or events, donate or buy NFDW merchandise. 
It's easy, fast and secure!  $155/person payable until 5/1/2010.  $75/Young or College Democrat.  

2010 NFDW CONVENTION EVENTS:  $70.00 Dollywood / Pigeon Forge Bus Tour $15.00 
50's Sock Hop.  For more details go to YCFDW website and click on PFDW. 
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Fund Raising Plans 

To date four areas of fundraising were selected for this year. 
PAC:  August 28 event at home of Susan Crawford.  This replaces June picnic. 
Scholarship:  Silent Auction at Woman of the Year Luncheon  
Community Service: Profits from a jewelry appraisal event this fall  
Operating fund:  Sale of jewelry and candy, donations  
 

Since then we got a request for funds from York’s Democratic Party as they have lost their 2 
major donors.  Your Ex. Com. voted to recommend designating them as our Community Service 
Project for this year and donating $300. 
 

It is NEVER too late to join the YCFDW 
 

Even though our Membership Drive is over, it is not too late to join.  If you have not 
paid your dues for 2010, please send a check for $10 made out to YCFDW to Linda 
Thomas, 618 Misty Hill Lane, Dallastown, PA 17313  
 

April is Equal Pay Month 
 

US women face one of the largest gender-based pay gaps in the developed world.  
Women working full-time earn on the average only 78 cents vs. their male counterparts’ 
dollar.  Most women are still boxed into low-paying “women’s work.”  African American 
women earn only 69 cents and Latinas just 59 cents.  
 

In 1963, when the Equal Pay Act was passed, full-time working women were paid 59 
cents on average vs. a dollar for men. It took 44 years for the wage gap to close just 19 
cents -- a rate of less than half a penny a year. This narrowing of the gap has slowed 
down over the last six years, with women gaining a mere two cents since 2001!  
   
According to the Institute for Women's Policy Research (IWPR), if equal pay for women 
were instituted it would result in $319 billion/yr. gain for US women & their families (in 
2008 dollars). A typical woman could expect to gain a total of $210,000 in additional 
income if equal pay were the norm over her lifetime. 
 

Pennsylvania Federation of Democratic Women’s Convention 

Jan Snyder and Marlene Nelson have done a fantastic job putting together a raffle 
“basket” of goodies, or in this case, a “cooler” of goodies for fund raising at the 
Convention in June.  The theme evolved to “Fun in the Sun.”  Both Adams and 
Lancaster Counties contributed $50 towards the purchase of such items.  They did such 
a fantastic job they are going to be collecting items for the Silent Auction at the Woman 
of the Year Luncheon.  Thank you so much, ladies!  
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If you have not yet registered to attend the convention, June 10-13, please do so ASAP.  
The conventions are educational, uplifting and lots of fun.  As one of the host counties, I 
hope to see York well represented! 

What is being said about Democrats! 

The Democratic Party needs to stop taking 
its pro-choice supporters for granted.  

from Becky Bond, Political Director CREDO Action from 
Working Assets  

The ÒHouse vote on health care reform was celebrated as a great 
victory by many. But we must not ignore the fact that in order to 
pass the bill, the House had to first approve one of the greatest 
setbacks to reproductive rights in a generation. Whether or not 
you support the health care bill in its final version, it is important 
to note that it will restrict the ability of women to find private 
insurance that covers abortions. Furthermore, passage of the bill 
also depended on an executive order by President Obama 
promising to put the full weight of the executive branch behind 
restrictions on federal abortion funding that the entire choice community have been fighting for decades.  

How could this happen when Democrats have a commanding majority in the House backed up by a pro-
choice president in the White House? It's in large part because the Democratic Congressional Campaign 
Committee (DCCC), charged with electing Democrats to the House, spends millions of dollars to help to 
elect &  re-elect politicians who vote against women's rights & a woman's right to choose.Ó 

The Democrats allowed Rep. Bart StupakÉ to hijack the national dialog on health care & turn it into a 
publicity fest for his anti-choice, anti-women crusade. This was even after the Democrats had essentially 
given in to his demands on the substantive issues involved. You might think that zealous, anti-choice 
Democrats like Bart Stupak would be made into outcasts for taking President Obama's signature domestic 
initiative hostage when even groups like the one representing the majority of Catholic nuns in the country 
& the Catholic Hospital Association were happy with the anti-choice provisions already in the bill. But 
you'd be wrong. Stupak inserted himself in the health care debate when the House was poised to pass its 
initial version of health care reform a few months ago. Before he allowed it to pass, he demanded extreme 
restrictions on reproductive funding, which he codified in an amendment known as the Stupak amendment.  

Out of the DCCC's 42 "Frontline Candidates" Ñ  the Democrats it's working hardest to reelect Ñ  12 voted 
for the original Stupak amendment & against women. That's 29%. Overall, 64 Democrats voted for 
Stupak's original anti-choice amendment in the House.  The Democratic Party needs to stop taking its pro-
choice supporters for granted. What's the use of building a Democratic majority in the House if that 
majority will not stand up & protect basic rights for women?  

The DCCC is funded primarily from individual contributions from donors & from contributions (or dues, 
as it were) from Democratic Members of Congress, many of them ardently pro-choice. It's time for pro-
choice donors & Members of Congress to stop funneling money to the anti-choice candidates.  Rep. Chris 
Van Hollen is the head of the DCCC. He is solidly pro-choice Ñ  with a 100% rating from Planned 
Parenthood.  But the DCCC spends millions of dollars electing anti-choice Democrats & defending them 
once they're in office. This has got to stop. Tell Rep. Van Hollen that until the DCCC stops supporting 
politicians who vote against choice & against women's rights, he can stop counting on us for financial 
support.  Thank you for standing up for women's rights.Ó   Dem. Congressional Campaign Committee, 430 
S. Capitol St. SE, Wash., DC 20003.  Phone: (202) 863-1500  

 
The Democratic Party needs to stop 
taking its pro-choice supporters for 
granted. If you agree, tell the 
DCCC that until they stop 
supporting politicians who vote 
against choice and against women's 
rights, they can stop counting on 
your financial support.  
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Lest the History of Women in York be Lost…. 
 

Here is a wonderful story written by a loving daughter.  Please write your story or that of your mother, friend 
so that it is not written in “invisible ink” and lost for all time.  Send your stories to kathyr3@comcast.net or to 
Kathy’s home address (see front page). 

  
Yaroslava Longova Forry Kasl: a Mother’s Legacy by Alana Haag 

 

Once upon a time, it was a peaceful place. It was a place of history and beauty; of fragrant fields 
and friendly forests.  It was a place of art and music and culture.  It was where people lived and 
worked, where families raised their children, where those children played and sang and danced.  
It was her homeland. 
 

As a young girl, she loved going to school.  It was a place where she could study mathematics or 
science or learn a language different from her own Ð a skill that came easily to her.  She chose to 
learn the language of her geographic neighbor Ð Germany.  She also chose to play sports, joining 
her young male friends on the schoolÕs co-ed soccer team.  It was a wonderful place to be a child, 
but her childhood Ð and the childhood of so many others Ð was about to come to an abrupt end.  
 

When the German troops marched in to occupy her beloved Bohemia, they closed the schools, 
ending her education in the eighth grade.  She was devastated for it was where she loved to be Ð 
in school.  Yes, her childhood was ending, but her determination and resolve were just beginning.  
 
Her male soccer teammates would soon join the Hitler Youth and force her to walk in the road 
instead of the sidewalk.  The same boys she had laughed with and played with at school would 
now bang her head against a wall if she failed to say, ÒHeil HitlerÓ when they passed.  She didnÕt 
understand, but she would never forget their betrayal of her friendship.  
 

After becoming a medic with the Red Cross, she joined the Resistance (The Underground), 
helping many Czech Jews escape to safety.  Forced to work at the Skoda Works making 
ammunition for the Germans, she and another worker would hide electrical wiring and machine 
parts in their underwear in an effort to sabotage the machinery.  Their successful sabotage tactics 
caused week-long delays, slowing production.  Had they been caught, the penalty would have 
been death.   
 

He was a 39-year-old American bachelor who, like so many of his fellow Americans, enlisted to 
fight the Nazis.  He was among the lucky ones who landed on Omaha Beach on D-Day.  Because 
of his former Army experience and age, he was soon promoted to sergeant and would lead a 
platoon across Europe.  He never imagined his family roots and his fluency in PA German would 
change his experience in Europe. 
 

With his fellow soldiers, he fought his way through France and Germany, eventually ending up 
staying with families in a village in Czechoslovakia.  It was her village.  
 

She was one of the few villagers who spoke German.  He was the only soldier who spoke 
German.  Translating between soldiers and villagers, the now 40 year-old sergeant and the 22 
year-old Czech Resistance fighter fell in love.   
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They were married in her village after the war ended, in November of 1945.  He returned to the 
states and she would follow later Ð when all the paperwork was in order.  She arrived on July 4, 
1946, a date she celebrated the rest of her life as Òher American birthdayÓ. 
 

Learning English was her first duty as a new immigrant and beginning a family was the second.   
She often told the story of how she stayed up all night praying that Harry Truman would win the 
election in 1948.  Even though she could not yet vote, she loved HarryÕs spunk because she had 
it, too.  She wanted to become part of this new home, to participate, to have a voice.   As soon as 
possible, she became an American citizen.   
 
As a new American citizen she became a political activist, working for Radio Free Europe and 
the Voice of America.  With her husband, they established the Southern York County Democratic 
Club.  They started the PTA at their daughterÕs school.  School was so important to her because 
she had been forced to go to work for the Nazis instead of finishing her education.  Education was 
always an obsession of hers.   
 

Being continuously involved in her daughterÕs education, she sent her only child to college to 
become a teacher, a language teacher, who would continue her motherÕs legacy of dedication to 
education and political activism.  When her future son-in-law proposed to her daughter, he also 
had to promise his dedication to democracy and certainly the Democratic Party. 
 

Over the years, her love for her homeland and its traditions never diminished, but it was 
overshadowed by her newfound love and patriotism for a country where she could be involved in 
the democratic process.  Her political activism continued for the rest of her life. 
 

As the Democratic Committeewoman for Windsor Borough, she got to know all of Òher DemsÓ as 
she called them and continued her work for decades.  She was elected to the PA Democratic State 
Committee and the Executive Board of the York County Democratic Party.   
 

She helped to elect Ð and defeat Ð scores of candidates (Democrats and Republicans, in that 
order) and made sure that the officials she helped to elect did the job they promised to do.    
 

All the legislators knew her because she was constantly in contact with them concerning issues 
like education, Medicare, Social Security, healthcare, citizensÕ rights, immigration laws, the 
environment, and the list goes on. 
 

Like so many good Democratic volunteers and activists, she never expected any compensation for 
her political work; she did it because she wanted to help make a difference, to help make a better 
life for all Americans.   
 

After becoming an American citizen, she didnÕt miss voting in an election for over 50 years and 
in 2004 was named to the Pennsylvania VoterÕs Hall of Fame, and honored by Governor Rendell.  
When she was presented with the ChairmanÕs Award at the fall banquet that year, she stood 
before the microphone and preached on her favorite topic Òappreciation of freedom.Ó 
 

On Election Day of November, 2006, she suffered a debilitating heart attack.  When she woke up 
in York Hospital, the first question she asked her daughter was, ÒDid Eddie, Kathy, and Bobby 
win?Ó  (Meaning Rendell, Baker-Knoll, and Casey)  She was glad to hear the election results, but 
lamented that we Òstill had to get the Republicans out of the White HouseÓ and began assessing 
who would be the best candidate to do so.  
 

It was one of the few tasks she would leave unfinished.  By the end of November she left this 
world to the sorrow of a family who adored and respected her. 
 



 7 

Her name was Yaroslava Longova Forry Kasl, but her friends knew her simply as “Yarka” 
– a nickname that was, perhaps, the only “simple” thing about her.  
 


